Youth Leadership on Shaping the Future of Education and Learning: How can teachers,
governments, or other partners work more effectively with young people to make positive
changes happen.
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Supporting young people starts from positioning one-self as an ally. This requires key education
stakeholders to recognize that young people may have less power than them in a situation
where their voices matter most.

One way to address this is by building an alliance. One example of a successful alliance that
Youth LEAD is a part of is called Seven Alliance, a consortium of 7 regional networks of key
populations and people with HIV in Asia and the Pacific, and we always manage to include
youth-representation in every multi-partner dialogue (including government) we have. It's
successful because we have equal power when it comes to decision-making processes.
This is an important approach where young people’s needs are seen both as equal to others
and unique, that needs affirmative action and support.

Recognizing the power imbalance and unlearning it before making the change happen is
a starting point to create a sustainable change together with young people in the driving seat,
and not as a token that could get spent very fast.



