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Statement by the NGO Delegation on agenda item 4 Consideration of the Global AIDS Strategy 2026–
2031 

Thank you, Chair. I speak on behalf of the NGO delegation. 

Along with colleagues, I had the chance to visit the exhibition and the Parliamentary Front on 
HIV/AIDS, where I learned about Brazil's domestic HIV response over the past 40 years. I want to 
congratulate Brazil for the remarkable success achieved. 

As I listened to these experiences, one message stood out clearly. That Brazil success lies in the 
trust and support they gave the community-led organization.  

So, this makes me wonder, when we say country-led response, what does it mean? It is not only 
about policies or budget approvals. It is about upholding human rights, gender equality, and 
community leadership. Without that, even the best programmes will not reach those who need 
them most. 

As I read the strategy, I could not stop thinking about the community partners I work with every day. 
Integration must never mean the loss of community voices. It must build on their expertise, trust, 
and lived experience. Because when communities are given a meaningful place at the decision-
making table, engaged in co-creating domestic HIV strategies and programmes, we see real 
results. We see increased HIV testing, improved treatment uptake and adherence, and stronger 
linkages to government services. 

But we cannot do this without funding and resources. The government needs to institutionalize 
and leverage social contracting mechanisms to finance civil society organizations. Member 
states should never view us as a threat or a burden, but work with us like the best investment you 
are going to make in strengthening national health system. 

Now, let’s talk about the elephant in the room. In many countries, community organisations 
operate under tremendous fear and restriction. We talk about integration, but integration is 
impossible when these groups cannot function safely or legally. The new global AIDS strategy must 
prioritise the protection of community spaces and hold governments accountable in ensuring 
meaningful community leadership, as outlined in Priority area 3. 

Lastly, please allow me to end by saying that “civil societies and NGO delegation are also the 
custodian of this new strategy. We will make sure that this strategy moves us forward, not keeps us 
where we are. Member states and UNAIDS, we are your allies, but we are also your strongest critics.”. 

Ending AIDS by 2030 is not just a slogan. It is a promise we owe to our communities, and we will 
continue to hold all of us accountable in every single space that rightfully belongs to us. We will not 
be silent. 

Thank you. Obrigado. 

 


